
 

 

December 3 

Advent 

Rev. Don Garrett  

The Christian faith is a celebration of 
hope at this time of the year. We’ll 
explore what that hope might mean 
for us today. 

 
December 10 

Pageant: A Charlie 

Brown Christmas 

Jansen Wendell & our children  

Our children will share this beloved 
tale of hope  

 
December 17 

A Brand New Christmas 

Rev. Don Garrett  

We’ll explore how newly revealed 
understandings of early Christianity 
might change the meaning of 
Christmas for us today.  

 
December 24 

Casual Christmas Eve 

Rev. Don Garrett  

This informal service will be a 
celebration of community and 
hope. 
 
December 24, 7pm 

Christmas Eve Service of 

Lessons & Carols 

Rev. Don Garrett  

& Worship Associates  

Our annual celebration featuring 
carols and candlelight. 

 
December 31 
 

Kwanzaa 

Sue Weber  

Along with Christmas and Hannakuh 
there is another holiday called 
Kwanzaa.  Let’s explore what this 
celebration is all about.  We have a 
very special guest musician – Moe 
Jerant will be drumming. Don’t miss 
this service!   

December 2017 

Don Sense – by Rev. Don Garrett  
 

 
 

December: What Does It Mean to Be a People of Hope? 

It’s not always easy to hear well this time of year, especially when it comes 

to hope. The dominant messages are about hope offering us calm: “The light 

will come.” “A new day is on its way.” “Justice and joy are growing in the 

womb and will soon be born.” Hope, from this point of view, is a voice that 

reassures. It’s a welcomed whisper that says, “Yes, the sky may be dark now. 

Yes, the road you’re on at this moment may be hard. But trust me, just over 

that horizon, there’s a new world waiting for us all.” 

This soothing message comes to us as a gift. During dark days, we all 

get tired. The fruits of our efforts are hard to see. We feel alone. The promise 

that things will change offers us relief. We are released from the burden of 

believing that “it is all up to me” or that it all must be solved now. 

It’s a beautiful and needed message. But it’s also only half of what hope is 

trying to say. Hope doesn’t just whisper “It will be different,” it also shouts 

“It should be different” and “It can be different.” Yes, it speaks soothing 

words about trusting and waiting, but it also takes the form of a holy impa-

tience that declares, “Enough is enough. The time is now!” Hope is not just 

that which calms the unquiet heart; it also is the unquiet heart. 

In other words, hope doesn’t just promise us that change will come in 

the future; it also changes who we are in the present. When we believe that a 

new day is dawning, we don’t just sit down and wait. We get up and go out 

to meet the light. When hope convinces us that there are unseen forces 

working for the good, we begin to look around more closely, and in doing so 

we notice that darkness and pain are not all that is there. When hope’s holy 

impatience gets into our bones, we start acting as if we deserve that new day 

now. Which in turn changes others by convincing them that we all have 

waited long enough.  

Bottom line: listening fully to hope, makes you dangerous, not just 

soothed! It doesn’t relieve us of duty as much as it reminds us that wind is at 

our back and unseen reinforcements are at our side. Yes, hope reassures, but 

it also emboldens. It doesn’t just offer us a promise; it gives us a push. 

But all of this only happens if we listen fully. So maybe the most im-

portant question this month is: “Are we listening to everything hope has to 

say?” 

  See you in church. 

   – Don  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

WELCOME 

Hi all.   

Again, I’ve turned to the book “The 

Growing Church” and the chapter on 

welcoming. Everyone interested in our 

church should read it.  In my mind, the 

key to our success is how we meet and 

absorb new people into our congregation. 

 The fundamental question in the minds and hearts 

of visitors is not “Do I agree with these people”. The 

question is “Are these my people”. Visitors want to 

know if there is a place for them, if they will feel 

accepted, if they can forge deep friendships, will their 

children be safe and taught values of love and 

understanding and if we are really active in improving 

the community. 

 We must begin by opening our hearts to their 

needs and the pain of their isolation. We must reach 

out. To ignore the visitor is not bad manners. It’s 

immoral. 

 Over the past few weeks, I’ve asked a few 

congregants how they feel about our church. Generally 

it’s more positive than negative but in the past two 

weeks, I’ve heard from three newer people that some 

long time members would not respond to even a “good 

morning”. They seem to be too much into themselves. 

This is very unfortunate. “Don’t bother me, I have more 

important things to do than talk to you”. You can 

imagine how that might come across to a visitor. One 

friend said he hasn’t joined the church because he 

hasn’t felt welcome even though he believes in the 

principles of our denomination. 

 My real concern is that if we don’t work towards 

growth, we will slowly die. We can’t let that happen. 

When I first came here in 1994, we had well over 200 

members. Now we are a little less than 200.We have to 

work to stop this slow slide. 

 Please welcome all visitors from your heart. And, as 

I’ve noted before, join a committee and have some fun. 
 

-- Cease 

 

 

 

DECEMBER SHARED PLATE:   
LEHIGH CONFERENCE OF 
CHURCHES  

For over 50 years the Lehigh Conference of Churches 

has brought local congregations together in responding 

to the most needy among us by providing funding and 

support for many programs such as soup kitchens, 

housing and empowerment advocacy. 

 

SHARED PLATE FOR THE NEXT 
THREE MONTHS 

The offering at service will be designated with the usual 

¼ going to the charity of the month and the remaining 

¾ is now to be sent to the UUA Emergency Relief Fund 

for use in helping disaster areas for the next 3 months. 

It is so important that we do everything we can to help 

these people. So please be generous during service to 

support this effort. This is your chance to really help. 

 

HOLIDAY GIFTS - & FREE MONEY 

Are you searching for holiday gift ideas?  Would you 

also like to benefit our church community at no 

additional cost?  We have an opportunity for you!  

Purchase a grocery gift card on sale every Sunday 

Morning in the Community Room.  Giant and Weis cards 

are available for $10, $20, $50, and $100.  ShopRite is 

coming soon.  You can use them to purchase groceries 

or gas - and our church gets 5% of the face value.  The 

shelter will also gratefully receive donated cards. 

 

The UU-Link is published and mailed monthly,  
and is also available on our website. 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley 
 

424 Center Street, Bethlehem PA 18018 
Office Phone:  610-866-7652 

 

The Minister:     minister@uuclvpa.org 
Office Email:     uuclv@uuclvpa.org 
The Sexton:  sexton@uuclvpa.org 
Cleaning:                  sparkle@uuclvpa.org 
Religious Educ:       lec@uuclvpa.org 
The Link email:        thelink@uuclvpa.org 
The eNews:               uuclvnews@uuclvpa.org 
Sunday Bulletin/OOS:    sunday@uuclvpa.org 

 

We’re on the web at www. uuclvpa.org 
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DECEMBER  BREAKFAST 
FORUM  

 

December 3 
 

Hope - What Does it Mean to be a 

People of Hope 
 

Rev. Don Garrett, Presenter 
 

Please join us for a small group themed discussion on 

what does it mean to be a people of hope.  

 
December 10 
 

Poetry & Songs From the War to End 

All Wars 
Todd Carpien, Presenter 
 

Carpien is an actor who has performed in over 50 

productions in the Lehigh Valley/Reading area, including 

Sing for America, Crowded Kitchen Players, Civic Theater, 
Munopco and many others. He will perform a one-man 

show of moving poetry and songs written by men who 

fought and died in World War I. 

 
December 17 
 
 

The Story of God w/Morgan Freeman 
 

Cease Blocker, Presenter 
 

"Beyond Death" - Freeman explores various ideas of what 

happens after death, including: near death experiences, 

Egyptian & Aztec mythologies, current beliefs and 

science's search for eternal life. He explores Mexico's Day 

of the Dead; Christian, Hebrew and Islam beliefs; 
Buddhism's reincarnation and Hindu's overcoming death.  

 
December 24 
 

 

Thomas Paine - “These are the Times 

That Try Men’s Souls” 
Cari Poole & Victor Madega, Presenters 
 

A social activist and writer of "Common Sense," English-

born Paine championed freedom and justice in both the 

American and French Revolutions. He befriended Franklin 

and Jefferson as they created our Declaration of 

Independence. In this BBC documentary, George 

Washington reads these impassioned words of Paine’s to 

his soldiers crossing the Delaware on Christmas Eve 1776. 

 
December 31 
 

Yippy Skippy Puppet Theatre 

presents Fractured Fables 
Andy Laties & Rebecca Madeja of Book & Puppet 

Company,  Presenters 

  Theme: New Beginnings. All ages are welcome. The 

puppet show is entirely improvised to live musical 

accompaniment.  Audience members draw familiar stories 

and songs from the hat for the puppets to perform. The 

puppets never do get the story quite right, but the results 

are hilarious! And with a little help from the children, 

somehow it always works out in the end. 

 Plus, you can buy everyone’s favorite treat - 

chocolate.  We have many types of Equal Exchange 

chocolate bars for sale at the bargain price of  $3.50 each 

or 6 for $20.  Mini bars are $.25 each or 5 for $1.00. 

 Come visit the Grocery Card and chocolate table in 

the Community Room after the service every Sunday of 

the church year.  It is a painless way to support our 

beloved community.   

 

ADDITIONAL HYMNALS 

Have you ever noticed the bookplates in the front of our 

hymnals?  They identify the donor and sometimes 

memorialize a person who has died or honors someone 

living.  Have you ever thought you might like to donate a 

hymnal?  Here’s your chance! 

  We need about 30 additional hymnals so everyone 

can fully participate in our services.   A donation of 

$30.00 will purchase a hymnal.  We will place a 

bookplate in the front recognizing your contribution and 

memorializing or honoring the person you designate. 

  We plan to order the hymnals in January.  Therefore 

please return the form that was in the mailing you 

received, with your payment, to the church by December 

31, 2017.  If you no longer have the mailing, please stop 

at the Church Family table in the Community Room after 

a Sunday service or contact the church office to obtain 

another copy.   -- Marie Tweed and Sue Weber 

 

THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

We are searching for a neighborhood facilitator for the 

West group.  Free, on the job training provided by the 

current committee.  Comfort using the computer and 

email a plus, but not required.  If you would like to join 

our team and serve the congregation in this capacity, 

email hospitality@uuclvpa.org or talk with Kerri Finkle. 

 The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be 

followed by an evening coffee hour for fellowship and 

sharing of our favorite holiday treats.  Please bring a 

sampling of your favorite holiday cookies or snack to 

share.  We could also use some folks to serve as greeters 

and ushers that evening.  If you would like to welcome 

our members and visitors to spread some holiday cheer, 

please let us know at hospitality@uuclvpa.org 

 

mailto:hospitality@uuclvpa.org
mailto:hospitality@uuclvpa.org
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FROM THE LIFESPAN  
EDUCATION COORDINATOR  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE)  

FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 

Greetings!  December is a mid-term break for schools 

and colleges and is also the case for the primary and 

lower elementary grade RE classes. Here’s the rundown: 
 

• December 3rd: v preK-1 and 2-4 grade classes will 

gather in room 208 to rehearse for the holiday pageant. 

This year the children will perform the beloved play a 

Charlie Brown Christmas. 
  

• December 10th: we will stage the play for the 

congregation. George B. Miller is the director. The 

characters with lines are cast, but any child who shows 

up for the play can participate. There will be costumes 

for birds (i.e. Woodstock), angels and shepherds. The 

older children and youth will attend this service. 
 

• December 17th:  preK-1 and 2-4 grade classes gather 

in room 208 again for a children’s worship service. The 

theme is Hope. We will ring the bell, light the chalice, 

sing, share joys and sorrows, collect donations for an 

offertory, read a story and do an activity. Don’t forget 

the make sure your children have some money to put in 

the offertory basket. The 5-6 Neighboring Faiths class 

might attend a Protestant service. Coming of Age meets 

in room 204 and the youth group will meet in room 206. 
 

• December 24: there will be an informal multi-

generational Sunday morning service. The Christmas 

Eve service will be in the evening.  
 

• December 31: Puppet show at 9:00 by Easton’s 

Book and Puppet Company (www.bookandpuppet.com) 

The 10:30 worship service will be multi-generational. 
 

• January 4: Regular RE classes resume  
 

Mitten and Glove Tree: Parents – this is a great 

opportunity to teach generosity to your children. There 

will be a tree in the Center Street lobby where gloves 

and mittens can be hung to be donated to needy 

children in the Valley. Please involve your children by 

having them help purchase new gloves or mittens and 

then show them how to hang them to the tree. 
 

In faith,  Jansen Wendell,  
Director of Lifespan Religious Education  
lec@uuclvpa.org 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
 

UU HISTORY CLASS COMING THIS WINTER  

Joanna Herren is starting an adult RE class covering 500 

years of Unitarian, Universalist and UU history, from the 

heretics of the reformation to the Council of Nicea to the 

Transcendentalism to the 21st century. The class will be 

able to take a broader view than the Long Strange Trip 

film series and go more into depth about the religious 

underpinnings of the various movements. The plan is to 

create a timeline that will be displayed on one of the 

hallways. The first three classes are scheduled for 

Sundays at noon on January 7, 21 and 28. Contact 

Joanna to express your interest at Herren2@aol.com. 
 
 

INSPIRING OUR ETHICAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE: AN 
EXAMINATION OF WORLD RELIGIONS  

During our 2017-2018 year, we will examine the religions 

of the world that give us inspiration to build our ethical 

and spiritual lives.  This class will explore the traditions of 

Egypt, Iran, India, China, Israel, Arabia and European 

Christianity.  Loosely based on Neighboring Faiths, a UUA 

curriculum for 5th & 6th graders, Rev. Robin Capoor will 

present new material from all of these areas.  There will 

be speakers from many faith traditions and field trips to 

their worship services within the Lehigh Valley.  The class 

begins Sunday Sept 17th at 9am, in the RE Library.  Tell 

Jansen Wendell (lec@uuclvpa.org) or Rev. Robin Capoor 

(robincapoor@msn.com) if you’re interested. 

 
MINDFULNESS PRACTICE GROUP 

(Tuesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:15pm, the Community Room) 

With the help of conscious breathing, we are able to 

touch and be nourished by the peace and joy that are 

available within and around us, in the here and now. 

With continued practice, we shall touch and understand 

the roots of the pain that lie deep within us, such as fear, 

anger, despair, thus making transformation and healing 

possible.  For more information, contact Rev. Don Garret 

at minister@uuclvpa.org or  Janice Lovegrove 

at lvjspirit@aol.com . 

 

RE CALENDAR:  DECEMBER / JANUARY  

Sun, Dec 3: Pageant rehearsal for grades prek-8th. 7-8 
grade Coming of Age meets on room 204; youth group 
meets in room 206. 
 

Sun, Dec 10: Multi-generational  – holiday pageant. 
 

Sun, Dec 17: Children’s worship for grades preK-6th. 5-6 
grade Neighboring Faiths: possible visit to Moravian 

mailto:Herren2@aol.com
mailto:lvjspirit@aol.com
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stamps and donating them to the cause. 

 Church Family appreciates your reaching out to 

others, to extend the hand of friendship, love, and 

abundance over the holidays. Remember that if you 

want your Joys and Concerns to be shared with 

members of the Congregation via Email Church Family 

announcements, we must get them in writing.  Stop by 

the "Card Table" to leave us those, or respond to the 

Church Family Enews when it arrives in your e mail box. 

 Thanks for being connected and staying connected. 

Stay connected, thankful, joyful, and concerned as the 

holidays come and go along with 2018. 

 

UUCLV OFFICE NOTES 
The deadline for the January issue of The UU-Link is, as 

always, the 3rd Sunday of the month: December  17. 

Please submit all articles and text info as Word files to 

thelink@uuclvpa.org .  Submissions may be edited 

for length, format, etc. 

 Please share your changes in address, contact info, 

etc with Membership at membership@uuclvpa.org, and 

copy the office at uuclv@uuclvpa.org.  This insures that 

our Church Windows database will be kept up to date. 
 

Church; 7-8 grade Coming of Age: regular class. 
 

Sun, Dec 24: no RE classes. Children attend adult service. 
 

Sun, Dec 31: 9:00 puppet show; no RE classes at 10:30. 
Children attend adult service. 
 

Sun, Jan 7: story for all ages followed by regular RE 
classes 
 

Sun, Jan 14: story for all ages followed by regular RE 
classes 
 

Sat, Jan 20: Chili Cook-off and Games Night 
 

Sun, Jan 21: story for all ages followed by regular RE 
classes 
 

Sun, Jan 28: story for all ages followed by regular RE 
classes 

 
NEW PASTORAL CARE HOTLINE & EMAIL! 
In order to better serve our members and friends, the 
Rev. Robin Capoor has volunteered to serve as a 
clearinghouse for pastoral care concerns. She will work 
with Rev. Garrett and others to ensure that every need is 
cared for. Just give her a call at 973-632-3211 or email 
her at robincapoor@msn.com. 

 

BEING CARDED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

We have been gifted with a great many cards, for the 

Church Family "Card Table."  We are grateful to those 

who have donated...Jackie Simone, Elizabeth Griner, 

Ginnie Schimmel and Margo Dixon, among many 

others.  We'll be even more grateful when the cards get 

sent out to others! To this end, and to help us all get into 

the habit of writing, addressing and sending cards, 

we've decided to feature Holiday cards at the "Card 

Table" during the month of December.  

 Every Sunday we will be setting up either a round or 

a square table, in the Community Room, during and 

following the service, on which you can write and 

address cards, Holiday and other.  As you sit worshiping 

and thinking of others whom you miss, jot down their 

names, come down to the Community Room during the 

coffee hour, pull up a chair to the table where the cards 

are located, and address Holiday and other kinds of 

cards to send to those you miss at the holiday season.  If 

you don't know addresses, take some cards home to 

address and mail from there. If it is someone within the 

UUCLV family, we have a copy of the latest directory so 

you can address them right here.  And feel free to bring 

in the Holiday cards which clutter your home, like the 

brand new cards which charities send you.  And, if you 

don't have cards to give to the cause, think about buying 

mailto:robincapoor@msn.com
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BENEDICTION FOR THE  
HEAVY HEART 
 

By Mason Bolton 

Good morning. I missed your “good” 

because a plane, because a truck, because 

a gun, because a cop, because a government, 

because a people suffering, because too many 

people suffering, because war, because famine, 

because some mornings it is so hard 

to rise, to wake, to be a self. 

There is a pause here. There is a deliberate 

cessation. I want a cessation to the noise 

in my head, to the ache in the collective 

heart of this world. When I was young 

this seemed possible. When I was young 

how hope seemed to spring eternal. 

I want to write about butterflies, about 

the cracked edges of tree bark pressing 

like a holy mother into palms. I want to write 

about the joy of children’s cries, about birth, 

about the arch of your smile, how I could 

lose myself in the corners of your 

sweet and grinning mouth. This you is 

you reading this. I want for your joy, 

want to lose myself in you. I want your 

mornings “good,” your evenings “good,” 

all the late-nights and sunrises and afternoons 

and moments pressed against the ticking 

glass of your life “good.” 

Breathe. For yourself. For each other.  

Let us breathe in when others cannot.  

When we can do nothing else.  

Let us stretch ourselves 

open to embrace our friends, to extend 

our bodies open to anyone willing to meet us, 

or even to meet those we think may not.  

Let us hold each other for this moment.  

For this blink of human existence. 

 
UU World Magazine Fall 2017,  
published by the Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING 
Do you need a terrific holiday gift idea for that hard-to-

buy for person?  Why not give tickets to the Second 

Sunday Concert Series?  There are three concerts 

remaining in the season – Satori on Feb. 11, Martin 

Soderburg on March 11, and the ever popular (UUCLV 

member) Dave Roper on April 8.  Why not give the 

wonderful gift of music to a loved one or good friend?   

If you can’t get to church to pick up one of our brochures, 

you can purchase tickets on the UUCLV website, 

www.uuclvpa.org.  The order form states that tickets will 

be held at the door, but tickets purchased as gifts can be 

mailed to you in time for the upcoming holidays, if you 

wish.  Questions?  Call Sue or Jan Phillips, 610-821-1118. 

 

HOLIDAY MITTEN & GLOVE TREE 
The Social Action Committee announces a new giving 

initiative for the holidays.  There will be a “Mitten & 

Glove Tree” in the sanctuary foyer starting with the 

November 26 service. Please bring in mittens and gloves 

for children and clip them to the tree. Parents, 

grandparents: this is a great way to involve your children 

in a holiday-giving activity.  After the service Dec. 17, the 

mittens and gloves will be taken off the tree and will 

donated to a distribution center. Judy Claps has 

suggested the Donegan School in Bethlehem since it has a 

high number of newly-arrived Puerto Rican children. 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
The next meeting of the UUCLV Men's Group will be held 

at 6:30 p.m. Monday,Dec. 4 in the FM kitchen. The 

discussion topic will be: To whom or to what do you turn 

in times of difficulty, strive and sadness? What helps you 

get through the tough times? Is there more that the 

church can do to help you? 

 The UUCLV Men's Group is open to all affiliated with 

the church high school age or older regardless of gender. 

Please bring food and/or beverage to be shared. For 

more information, contact men@uuclvpa.org or Frank 

Claps at 610-346-7620 

http://www.uuclvpa.org/
mailto:men@uuclvpa.org
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2017 SERVICE AUCTION RESULTS: 
A SUCCESSFUL EVENT! 
We want to thank all of our members and friends who 
supported this year's service auction. It was a huge 
success with plenty of offerings, helping with set-up, 
preparing foods, welcoming at the door, serving drinks, 
and cleaning up. 

Having the voice auction at the beginning of the evening, 
set the pace for an enjoyable fun night that followed by 
silent auction bidding wars, signing up for dinners, 
services and our new category “I Want What I Want”.  

The auction raised over $16,800 of which $510.00 was 
raised by the “I Want” category, $103.00 from donations 
at the bar and $425 door entry fees.  Go to our church 
website to see all the auction results. Once again, this 
year's auction was a lot of fun and thank you for your 
support!   -- The Service Auction Group 
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